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Herbal Textual Research on Bruceae Fructus in Famous Classical Formulas
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[Abstract] Through consulting the ancient herbal books and modern literature, this paper has carried out
the textual research on the name, origin, place of origin, harvesting and processing, and other contents of
Bruceae Fructus, combed its ancient and modern medicinal history, so as to provide reference for the
development of famous classical formulas containing Bruceae Fructus. Through the herbal textual research, It
can be verified that, since the Qing dynasty, Bruceae Fructus has been recorded in the materia medica, most of
the materia medica in previous dynasties took Bruceae Fructus as its proper name, and Laoyadan, Kushenzi and
Yadanzi as the aliases. The main origin of Bruceae Fructus is Brucea javanica, its medicinal part is the fruit,
which is harvested from August to October every year, the fruit can be harvested when it is ripe. Bruceae Fructus

was first distributed in Fujian, Guangdong and Guangxi, and gradually expanded to the south of China with the
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change of time. The traditional processing method of Bruceae Fructus is mainly to remove the shell and kernel,
and remove the oil by frosting. The 2020 edition of Chinese Pharmacopoeia stipulates that its processing method
is to remove the shell and impurities. Based on the research results, it is suggested that the dried mature fruit of

B. javanica should be selected for the development of famous classical formulas containing this herb, and the

raw products can be used if the original formula does not specify the processing requirements.
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Fig. 1 Identification of fruiting medicinal materials
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Fig. 2 Pictures of Bruceae Fructus in Zhiwu Mingshi Tukao
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Fig. 3 Pictures of Sophorae Flavescentis Radix attached to
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Fig. 4 Bruceae Fructus painted in modern literature
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Fig. 5 Pictures of Bruceae Fructus attached to Zhonghua Bencao
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